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Dog Club - Field
Cricket - Field

10.00 - 11.00am
1.30 - 7.00pm

Bowls
Private Booking
Pilates
Private Booking
Gardeners
Dancing Club

2.00 - 4.00pm
7.00 - 9.00pm
9.30 - 10.30am
10.00 - 4.00pm
8.00 - 10.00pm
8.00 - 10.30pm

Dog Club - Field

10.00 - 11.00am

Bowls
Private Booking
Pilates
WI
Bowls
Dancing Club

2.00 - 4.00pm
7.00 - 9.00pm
9.30 - 10.30am
7.30 - 9.30pm
7.30 - 9.30pm
8.00 - 10.30pm

Dog Club - Field
Cricket - Field

10.00 - 11.00am
1.30 - 7.00pm

Bowls
Private Booking
Pilates
Sew & Chatter
Parish Council
Bowls
Dancing Club
Sweet Pea Show
Dog Club - Field
Cricket - Field
Private Booking
Bowls
Private Booking
Pilates
Bowls
Dancing Club
NSY Food Fayre
Private Booking
Dog Club - Field

2.00 - 4.00pm
7.00 - 9.00pm
9.30 - 10.30am
1.30 - 3.30pm
7.30 - 9.30pm
7.30 - 9.30pm
8.00 - 10.30pm
2.30 - 4.00pm
10.00 - 11.00am
1.30 - 7.00pm
7.00 - 9.00pm
2.00 - 4.00pm
7.00 - 9.00pm
9.30 - 10.30am
7.30 - 9.30pm
8.00 - 10.30pm
10.00 - 2.00pm
2.30 - 5.00pm
10.00 - 11.00am

Following a consultation with Parishioners last year,
Highways England recently put forward a new option.
Their proposal was for a new roundabout with a
flyover for the A249. This had the advantages of cost
(they felt they could afford it), and free flow of traffic
to and from Sheppey.
Earlier this year, the Project Manager met with the
Parish Council to discuss their new proposal. We
expressed serious concerns:
•

•
•

The flyover would mean that there were no gaps
in the traffic to allow the use of the crossover at
the bottom of Church Hill. Traffic would be
flowing evenly at speeds in excess of 70 mph
rendering the crossover extremely dangerous.
The scheme would effectively cut the Parish in
half.
The design of the roundabout was poor and
would lead to toppled HGVs if they attempted to
navigate it at the speeds anticipated.

In mitigation, Highways England offered us a
footbridge from Church Hill, over the A249, to the
new access road proposed for the eastern side. This
did not deal with the danger posed by the flyover
when attempting to access Stockbury from the
southbound carriageway.
With the support of Helen Whately and both our Kent
and Maidstone Councillors, the Parish Council has
been arguing for a road bridge from Church Hill to the
access road on the other side. This would mean that
vehicles could cross the A249 safely.
On Friday 24th, Helen chaired a meeting with KCC,
Swale Borough Council , Stockbury Parish Council
and Highways England. The meeting had been
“packed” by someone at KCC presumably in an effort
to get Helen’s support without dealing with
Stockbury’s concerns.
Fortunately Helen is made of stronger stuff and held
out for a solution which meets Stockbury’s needs.
This may be a bridge or an alternative eg traffic lights.
What is clear is that she will veto the scheme at
Department of Transport level unless Highways
England and KCC come up with a solution that
produces the outcomes we want.
An update on progress will be in next month’s
Observer.
Phil Woods
Stockbury Parish Council

MONDAY— FRIDAY 8am — 5pm SATURDAY 8am — 12 noon
Church Lane (Next to the church), Stockbury, ME9 7RD
WWW.TOMSETTKENT.COM

LIQUID WASTE DISPOSAL
DRAIN CLEANING, CESSPOOL EMPTYING, INTERCEPTOR WASTE,
OIL AND SLUDGE REMOVAL,
CAMERA SURVEYS, FORECOURT CLEANING, SEWAGE
TREATMENT PLANTS

STOCKBURY COMMUNITY BUS
Mondays - Sittingbourne
Tuesdays - Maidstone
Thursdays - Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre (Savacentre)
Pickups from 9:30 a.m. close to where you live. Give us a try!

07551 454702

St Mary Magdalene Church
Stockbury

Stockbury Church Update
It’s been an interesting month or two at the church.
Having assured the builders that the church would be shut
except for village funerals, we lost Terry Brown and had
quite a job to get it ready for his funeral. My thanks go out
to all the villagers who turned out and helped with the huge
cleaning task.
The work is now coming to an end and we should shortly
be able to return to have our services there. Sadly the next
service will again be a special opening for the funeral of
Brenda Mace, a long standing member of our church
community as well as many other village organisations.

The services in June are as follows:
2 June - 6pm Holy Communion.
9 June - 6pm BCP Evensong
16 June - 6pm Holy Communion
23 June - 6pm BCP Evensong.
30 June - 6pm Holy Communion.
NB. The services in will take place in
Hartlip Church
Penny Stevens - PCC Secretary
There are a range of services during Holy Week held
within the benefice of the Six Parishes, to which
Stockbury belongs and can be found on the parishes'
website – www.thesix.org.uk or contact The Rev’d
Liz Cox
For baptisms, weddings or funerals please contact
The Rev’d Liz Cox on 01795 844241

May Church Draw Winners
CONGRATULATIONS!

1st - Rebekah Charlesworth
£40 (155)

2nd - Graham Seymour
£20 (251)

3rd - Erin Martin
£10 (179)

St Augustine’s RC,
Deanwood Drive, Rainham
Mass Times
Weekdays 9.30 am
Saturday 10.00 am and 6.00 pm
Sunday 9.30 am and 11.00 am

We will be having a ‘Meet the Stone Masons & Architect
Day’ on 22nd June from 11am to 3pm, all will be welcome
to come and see what has been happening and why. There
will be light refreshments on sale too.
Our official re-opening will be on July 21st when there will
be a short service at 6pm followed by refreshments and
opportunities to view the new loo and trip to the Bell
Tower.
We look forward to welcoming all our visitors over the
summer.
God Bless

Calling Anyone With Vocal Cords!
The honour of Stockbury Village is a stake!
We need singers for this years ‘Sing with the Six’ event on
14th July, which was great fun last year.
I have booked Hartlip Church on Wednesday June 12th
and Tuesday June 18th at 8pm, come to one or both as
you can. We will see how we go and plan from there.
We will have a go at a couple of good songs together.
No previous experience necessary!
Call Sara on 01795 842914 for more information.

CUTTING & DRY STYLING
Ladies cut & blow dry
Mens cut & blow dry
Blow dry
SUPER SERVICES
Bridal hair
Luxury hair treatments
Hair extensions
Wig cutting Specialist

KAREN BRUNNING
Art Director/Manager
Tel: 07809 277666

Email: karenbrunning@gmail.com

TONI&GUY - A1 NVQ LEVEL 4 ASSESSOR
Over 25 years experience as a TONI&GUY franchisee

COLOUR SERVICES
Highlights full head
Highlights half head
Highlights T Section
Additional Toner
Tint virgin hair
Tint Regrowth
Pieces and Gloss
Perm

£45
£35
£25

FROM
£65
£10
by consultation
by consultation
FROM
£55
£45
£35
£10
£45
£35/£40
£50
£55

Based in Stockbury/Home visits available

AWARD WINNING M B Farms
Monday to Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Post Office Hours
Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri: 9.00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon

National Lottery Now Available
Web: http://www.mbfarms.co.uk

Established Stockbury Based Building Company

Providing a full construction service from minor
domestic work to new build projects
Our highly skilled team have many years experience in
Brickwork, Plastering, Decorating
Electrical & Plumbing
Kitchen & Bathroom Design and Installation
Landscaping, Groundworks & Demolition

Call Us Now on 01795 842482
For a FREE Quotation

Springbank Contractors Ltd can also assist in
securing planning consent and site development for
own use or resale

I deas can be discussed with our Chartered Surveyor

Contact us at
info@springbankltd.co.uk

TERRY BROWN
October 1939 - March 2019

I have known Terry for more than fifty years and in that
time often had interesting conversations with him about
the village, politics, religion, short mat bowls - well all
life really. But it wasn’t until I had a long chat with Doris
(thank you Doris!) that I came to understand more fully the
man behind the public persona.
An only child he was born of hard working and loving
parents in Grecian Street, Maidstone on October 27th 1939.
His father was in the army and away from home a great
deal; his mother worked first delivering milk and later in
the iron foundry to help keep the family. Some of you may
remember that it was on September 3rd of that year when
war was declared and it was in this unsettled world that
Terry grew up.
Of necessity his parents had to find a minder for him
during the day and his memories of this time were bleak.
There was little to occupy him until his mother collected
him after her work and took him home for a meagre tea.
There was always the threat of bombing and some houses
in Grecian Street were hit. Although he lived in an
uncertain world he made friends whilst playing in the
street and like many youngsters of that era found
excitement and adventure in exploring some of the bomb
sites near his home. As he grew it became part of his daily
life to queue for essentials when they were available.
Britain was almost bankrupt after the war and rationing
continued until 1954 so food during his early years was
very much in short supply. It all sounds a bit grim but
everyone was in a similar position and communities
everywhere pulled together often sharing what little they
had. I mention this because it is clear from Doris’ account,
Terry’s early years had a great influence on his philosophy
of life.
Terry’s school life ceased when he was fifteen (he went to
Eastborough, now Vinters School in Maidstone). He had
hoped to work for the Post Office but they found him to be
colour blind so it was not to be. Briefly he worked for a
glass works but really office work did not suit him and he
then sought employment with Redifusion, a television
company. For a number of years he installed cables and
aerials for the firm, eventually moving on to TV sales. It
wasn’t all work; he played cricket and was a member of
the local darts team and followed Sunderland…… a
childhood whim which lasted a lifetime !
But, back to the young Terry! At the age of 18 his
connection with Stockbury began; his parents Sid and
Molly moved to Rose Cottage, The Street. Whilst living
there he played cricket for the local team and was in the
pub’s darts club team and as ever he kept up his interest in
football. (In the 70s he was Director of Maidstone Football
Club.) Anyway, after a couple of years a young Doris

Maddocks caught his eye and he asked if he could take
her to a dance in Bromley (a cricket connection) Because
Les and Dot Spratt, a long time village couple, were
going there too he was allowed to escort her. Two years
later (1961) they became engaged. Parsonage Oast was
renovated in the following years and in 1964 after their
wedding they moved in to begin married life. Their
children, Nick and Louise came on the scene a few years
later and Terry, made a decision to branch out a bit to
support his new family. He bought a coachworks at Tovil
and ran the business whilst still retaining his Redifusion
job.
In the next few decades we see Terry following his
passions in earnest. Aside from his undoubted business
acumen, he firmly believed that everyone should be able
to settle in the place of their birth if they wished and to
this end he supported the low cost housing scheme in
Stockbury, something for which he was criticised. He
was also of the opinion that young people, indeed anyone
who made a mistake which brought them before the law
should be given a second chance. His public work made
it possible for him in some small way to follow through
with these ambitions. He was on Stockbury Parish
Council, twice as chairman and he was also a serving JP
at Maidstone for 25 years. One of the people who knew
him at court sent Doris a letter recently telling her that but
for Terry giving him a second chance his life might well
have been a disaster. Testament indeed.
Meanwhile Terry was supporting his family; he had sold
the coachworks and moved to Parsonage Farm when
Doris’ father was unable to carry on working the farm.
He was a rock for Doris during the sad decline in her
father’s health as well as her mother’s passing. With the
farm now uppermost in his mind he realised
diversification was necessary if they were to survive,
which was how the butchery first took shape cloistered in
the old thatchers’ huts, later the pigsties. No worries….
they were cleaned out! But of course it didn’t end there
as we know. He was the ideas man behind branching out
into buying the village shop and developing the farm
shop.
He was always thinking of ways in which he could
engage people in village activities, keeping alive our
small community as much as possible. In the 80s he and
Dr. Jim Russell put their heads together to revive the
Village Cricket Club and both boosted the start with a
donation. Although he didn’t play at the time he always
supported them and then in 1990 he, along with others
brought about the Short Mat Bowls Club and he took part
in their matches.
We are almost up to date now. Having resigned in 2011
from the stresses of the Parish Council he still didn’t take
life easy. He was often seen driving the farm’s butcher’s
van on deliveries or to farmer’s markets but in 2012 his
health came under threat; he had a serious heart attack
which left him fighting for his life. There was a long road
to recovery but he retained his interest in the farm though
of course by this time his son Nick had taken over and he
lived to see his grandson take an active interest in the
business as well.
Terry’s long life was celebrated in Stockbury Church only
a few weeks ago. It was a place he loved and a building
he admired and respected and he would have been
pleased to see it so full of his friends.
Cont’d ..

Stockbury
Neighbourhood
Watch

Oil Boiler Specialists
A big thank you to all my loyal customers.
I have been doing a lot of training and readying my
company for the new RHI launch and to this effect
we can now offer you biomass boilers (log, pellet
and woodchip) and thermal Solar panels.
All design and installs in-house this will allow you to
gain the MCS payment from the government to
cover the cost of installation.
I will still be the best oil technician I can be for you
all and keep your oil boilers running at their best
Give me a call or email
Mark Viccars
Chestnut Plumbing
07894067151
01795 842291

chestnutplumbing@yahoo. co.uk

OFTEC & HETAS Registered and Certified

We are a Police registered Neighbourhood Watch
Scheme. Neighbourhood Watch is a way for
communities to help themselves stay safe. We are
volunteers who work in partnership with the police to:
-

Distribute safety advice
Help make sure that elderly and vulnerable
residents are not targets to criminals
Gather information to help police tackle local
problems
Alert residents when there is a particular crime
problem in the area

Our aim is to help people protect themselves and their
properties and to reduce the anxieties of becoming a
victim of crime.

Please be vigilant and report suspicious characters or
incidents to the police and also to your co-ordinator
(details below).
Co-ordinators will cascade any information from the
police or neighbours to members.

CONTACT NUMBERS:
Emergency : 999
(crime in progress/life threatening)
Non-Emergency : 101

stockbury food & craft fair
29th june 2019 10-2pm

Rosemary (Ann) Ballard (Co-ordinator)
(01622) 736331
Alternatively you may e-mail the Co-ordinator at:

First Ascot Luxury Jam

Pitch and Stich Knitting for all ages

stockbury-neighbourhood@outlook.com
Any ideas and views would be greatly welcomed at the
above mentioned e-mail address.
If you know of any other residents who would like to
receive information from Stockbury Neighbourhood
Watch, then please ask them to either contact the Coordinator on the above telephone number or e-mail their
details to the above mentioned e-mail address.

The NSY are doing the Refreshments

And so much more for everyone so please support us

Mobile Library Dates
Stockbury Church Preserves

And there will be some wonderful raffle prizes from local business!!!

6th and 20th June ‘19

At the Village Hall

Cont’d - Terry Brown
It is clear that Terry was a caring individual, stubborn,
maybe, driven, perhaps but he was always cognisant
of the plight of people less fortunate than himself and
he was able to fulfil his vision of a happier life for
everyone in some small practical ways over the years.
Many people whose lives he touched will miss him.
Our sincere condolences go out to Doris and her
family at this time.
Ann Rich

Stockbury

Book Club

Stockbury
Gardeners
Returning from Chelsea on an electro-ped trike and
deposited at Victoria station, we were glad to get the
weight off our feet after a long day. Reflecting on our
trip, Chelsea is a world class exhibition with the stands
trying their best to outperform the rest of the growers
and exhibiters.
This year Medwyn Williams MBE, returned to Chelsea
after a break of ten years, made it with his 12th Gold
Medal. We were fortunate enough to share a glass of
bubbly with the family.

The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society
by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows.

This short novel is set in 1946, following the end of WW2
and is written in the form of letters between the residents
of the island of Guernsey and a writer, Juliet Ashton.
Juliet is searching for a topic for her next book and is
contacted by a farmer on Guernsey who is a member of the
island’s book club: The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel
Pie Society. The plot develops through her correspondence
with him and several other islanders and she decides to
visit them. Through these letters and her stay on the
island, we learn about how the society began during the
German occupation.
We admired the way that information about the occupation
was conveyed and woven into the story. We read about the
oppression, the strict curfews, the lack of food and the
cruelty but we also learnt about the strength of the island
community and their bravery. The book is sad and
touching but humorous too; the author paints some
interesting pictures of many quirky characters!
Most of us did find the letter format confusing at the start
but enjoyed the mix of historical fact with fiction and gave
an overall score of 8 out of 10.
Jan Butterfill
Please Note: An altered version of our last review on ’The
Garden of Burning Sand’ was printed in the Hartlip Forum.
The Hartlip version did not accurately reflect our views of
the novel.

Cockett’s Corner Ditty
Many hip, hip, hip, hoorays
We've just had two Bank Holidays
Children have tired their little legs
Running around looking for Easter eggs
The unusual weather did not help
By making the eggs sag and melt!

His vegetables were started into growth in October 2018,
kept in insulated rooms, heated with 20 degrees of heat
and encouraged into growth with LED lamps which
simulate sunlight, all of this to produce such a fantastic
result. Wow!!
Its worth noting that our very own Phil Johnson was
exhibiting at the Kent Garden Show, with a stand selling
his own sweet pea seeds and his display won best in
show. Not only did the flowers look fantastic, the scent
was out of this world, well done Phil.
Back in Stockbury we are about to exhibit our flowers at
the Sweet Pea and Rose Show; watch out for the banner
outside of the village hall. The show is open to the
public at 2pm for 2 hours on the 22nd June.
Prior to that, on the 6th June we are visiting our
Chairman’s garden at 6:30 for a BBQ and a peek at his
secrets! New members can attend should you wish to
join. Old members wishing to re join will also be
welcome.
During the holiday weekend I hope that you managed to
get some time in the garden, you should have been
watering cauliflowers as they will not fill up their curd
unless a lot of water is supplied. I have been planting
out brassica plants which included Cavelo Nero a type of
kale which grows in the form of a large fleur-de lis in
dark green and is full of iron. and a second sowing of
marathon calabrese which I will have to freeze to supply
the tasty heads into the winter. In the greenhouse spray
cucumbers with water regularly to keep red spider mites
at bay. Dead head roses as they finish flowering.
An update on the robins; a nest appeared in one of the
outbuildings and a brood of 6 fledged on the 26th May.
The tit boxes have been filled up and the parents have
been busy ferrying caterpillars in and out for a week
now.
Chris Spree

[Grab your reader’s attention with a great quote from the document or use this space to emphasize
a key point. To place this text box anywhere on the page, just drag it.]

We are open for food: Tuesday –
Saturday 12-2.30 6.30-9, Sunday 12.304pm please call 01795843222

PATRIK GARTEN (Cons)
MBC Councillor for North Downs Ward
Email: patrikgarten@maidstone.gov.uk
Phone: 01622-807907
(for back-copies of my Newsletters see:
https://www.stockbury.org.uk/observer

Patrik Says ….
The annual local elections have passed and despite
purdah being lifted I have little sensible nor important to
rant.
Ok, what happened? Not much, we lost a seat, which we
expected and we gained a seat which the Liberals handed
us on a plate - they missed their deadline for filing their
election papers. – LOL – you couldn’t make it up!
Essentially Maidstone is still NOC (No Overall Control).
Although the Conservatives are the party with the most
seats, the Liberals are in charge, propped up by
everybody else. – I get the feeling that being a
Conservative is becoming a lonely position :-(
The biggest difference between the Liberals and
Conservatives at MBC is that the Liberals represent
urban wards while we mostly represent the rurals. From
that point, the slow resurrection of the Labour Group is
noteworthy. While three years ago they had only two
members, they now doubled in size, to four. (This is how
one writes headlines :-D)
Following the election of the Leader, Martin Cox (Lib),
came the annual fight for Committee Chairmanships and
Vice Chairs. For our opponents the gloves came off and
the small groups, like Labour and Independents wield a
lot of power. The committee system, which we operate
in Maidstone, favours smaller groups but also allows the
opposition more influence. Do you remember when I
wrote last year about the Strategic Plan? There the
Conservatives were very successful in pursuing their
ideas even though we were and still are in opposition

Parish Website
It was brought to our attention that the Parish Council
website is frequently out of date and contains a few
inaccuracies (e.g. the wrong MP!). Over the next few
months, we will work to improve it and, hopefully,
make it a little more responsive. In the meantime,
please bear with us……..
Phil Woods
Stockbury Parish Council

calling all trad

-gamers!

Following it’s initial success The Harrow
Pub is continuing to host games
evenings on the last Tuesday of every
month at about 8pm.
This is a great opportunity to play old
favourites and to learn new games.

Come along for a sociable evening of fun
and feel free to bring any games with you.

The year ahead will soon address the Review of the
Local Plan. By a national government formula we will
be required to add another 7500 homes to the current
plan. Councillors of most colour expressed a strong
interest in a garden village; such a development will have
less impact on existing village communities and the
economy of scale will allow for better infrastructure,
which can be planned from the outset rather than an adhoc patchwork as is currently the case.A recent call for
sites is just about finished.
Please do not listen to any rumours or speculation in the
press or elsewhere. There is a lot of hush, hush around
but no decisions are imminent, all proposals from
developers are being weighed and will be discussed in
due course. It is fair to say that Maidstone has a plan of
its own up its sleeve but this does not mean that this plan
will be prioritised, it is one of many. When Committee
debated this recently, many councillors disagreed that the
public should be excluded. I requested my name to be
recorded, that I voted for a public meeting.
While I am prohibited from saying what was discussed, I
can assure you that nothing will happen this side
ofAugust and, when it does, you’ll be the first one who
I’ll tell.

Village Bonfires
Can we all please show some consideration for our
neighbours when having garden bonfires during the
summer months. It is a sunny Bank Holiday weekend and
I cannot use my garden because of inconsiderate people,
who in the middle of the afternoon are having a bonfire!!
Please don't spoil the summer months when most would
like to be outside enjoying the limited fine weather without
being choked and smoked back indoors by bonfire fumes.
Thank you.

Anon

CHICKENSTOCK

MUSIC

FESTIVAL
STOCKBURY - KENT

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Lowly
Strung

Green
Diesel

Bamboozle

Will Whisson

Louis Rive

of ‘The Alarm’

Penguin Party

Swinging the Lead

Smokin’ Pilchards

Hogeye Men

Odette Mitchell

Witherward

Sally Ironmonger

Camisayo

Everoak

Seager & Carter

More than Echoes

Jolene Missing

Matt Black

19TH JULY

20TH JULY

21ST JULY

Dave Sharp

Ash Mandrake

BOOK YOUR TICKETS NOW!
CHICKENSTOCKFESTIVAL.CO.UK
Weekend tickets from £50

Day tickets from £20

Camping and caravan pitch - £10

Under 18’s FREE!

STOCKBURY COMMUNITY BUS
“CALLING ALL PASSENGERS!!”
With number two done with a successful trip to Canterbury enjoyed by all, here we go again. So where to this time??
The Grand Burstin Hotel Folkestone for a carvery lunch followed by a short drive up the hill to Capel-Le-Ferne home to
The Battle of Britain Memorial complete with two historic aircraft and excellent views across the channel (weather
permitting, of course!) gift shop and café – what more could you possibly want!? ….. Oh yes, a quiz!
We will pick up an hour later than usual, from about half past ten and make our way via the A20 to Folkestone in time for
lunch which is a carvery and costs £11.00 for 2, I believe, so excellent value. We’ll be there a good couple of hours
before going up to the memorial which is free entry unless you want to try the ‘Scramble Experience’ which tells you
more about the life of a fighter pilot and is a bit more interactive at a cost of £5.00; it appears interesting but not a must.
We will be there another hour or so before making our way back via the M20.
The date for your diary is Wednesday 26th June and as lunch needs to be booked, get booking with Fiona asap As usual
the trip will be free for concession holders and £5:00 per person for those without. In addition lunch is payable as before
on the day.

So what are you waiting for?

Call Fiona NOW!!
07551 454702
We are looking to recruit new volunteer drivers. If you are interested in joining this much relied on and loved village
service, can spare a couple of mornings each month and are over 25 and under 70 years of age please contact Fiona on
07551 454702 for more details.

Stockbury & Hartlip Cricket Club
Season update.
Unfortunately our first fixture was called off by the opposition as they were unable to field a team when we had a full
eleven straining at the leash .
Rodmersham also cried off and our first game was a rearranged fixture at home to Old Gravesendians on a hastily
prepared home pitch and only nine players; OG’s lent us a fielder., however the strip played well enough for the
opposition to score 218 with the Ratcliffes getting six wickets between them. Jemima had figures of 3 for 45, Oscar 3 for
62 and our guest Robin 2 for 18 with all bar the skipper getting a bowl …. our reply was a modest 55, with Paul White 18
and Robin 16..........we will gloss over the failures.
Our second game away to Hartley was far more successful as we came away with an honourable draw. Hartley batted
first and reached 258. Once again all who wanted to had a bowl with 1 wicket each for Damian Doran and Cyril Davey.
Jemima also ran out their opener who was backing up by deflecting a return shot onto the wicket. Our innings were
dominated by a superb innings from Ted Ratcliffe of 123 not out and Geoff Fernand with14 was the only other to get
double figures. Michael Kinney played a stalwart innings at no.9 scoring 9 not out supporting Ted and earning us a draw.
Our game against Sturry was approached with real optimism as we were fielding what will probably be our strongest
team this year. Our batting did not let us down and we had another hero in Joe Martin who became our second centurion
making 116 not out. He was well supported by Ted with 40 (whilst injuring his thigh), Michael made a very good 18
(whilst injuring his back) and our guest Alex from O Gravesendians weighed in with 25 to give a very respectable total of
217 for 6.
The fielding half was rather different with none of our bowlers really making a mark. There were wickets for Damien,
Mark Webb and Alex, with Joe bowling a very tight spell of 12.1 overs 1 for 41.
Unfortunately more fielders were injured in the field and we only had 4 who could run fast enough to cut off the fours.
Their batsmen were big hitters and the pitch played very well so everything was against us. However they only won with
2 overs to spare so overall it was a good performance.
But yet again it was one man who gave us a look of respectability and my thanks go to this week’s superhero Joe Martin.
Even though fielding a full team has been problematic due to injuries, holidays and distant non cricket loving girlfriends,
our opposition and our players have all enjoyed the games which have been played in a really friendly atmosphere.
I must also mention the teas; Sam from The Harrow has produced exactly what we wanted and plenty of it, so my thanks
go to him.
Our next game is at home to Harvel on Sun 2nd June and we look forward to seeing you there.
Roger Milton

Our showroom based in the High Street, Si7ngbourne has over 16 se7ngs
of bathroom and kitchens
with a vast selec?on of doors from tradi?onal and contemporary designs
We provide a full service package which not only includes the supply and installa?on of your
new kitchen or bathroom but also all of the associated plumbing and ?ling, plastering,
electrical installa?on, small building work and decora?on.
Our highly skilled ﬁDers and engineers will see to every detail of your installa?on from start to
ﬁnish with each job supervised, you can relax and watch your new room take shape to your custom
design.
We are members of Checkatrade with an average ra?ng of 9.82 out of 10 and also Kent County
Council Trading Standards approved and Bri?sh Ins?tute of KBB installa?ons member with all
the relevant accredita?on and insurances.

A family run business so our reputa=on is your guarantee.
Showroom 01795 522533
Workshop 01622 616117
Website: www.ellioInstall.o.uk
Email: info@ellioInstall.co.uk
TD ROOFING & DECORATING
THE COPPICE, STOCKBURY VALLEY
STOCKBURY ME9 7QN
01795 844801/07741 185775
Professional & Reliable Services
We are a family run company with 30 years in the roofing and decorating industry
Where quality is a must in materials and workmanship
Where all our customers come first from a small repair to a complete new roof
We cover all areas in and around Kent
We provide a free no obligation written quotation
For domestic and commercial customers
We Cover All Aspects of Roofing
New Roofs vStrip/Re-Tile v3 Layer Felt Roofing v Flat Roofs vLead Work Roofing Repairs v Leak Tracing v Steel Sheet Roofing
Poly-Carbonate Roofing v Conservatory Roofs v Storm Damage v Moss Removal v Chimney Repairs/Removal
UPVC Fascia, Sofitts, Cladding v All Types of Guttering v Repointing v Lead Roofs v Roof Reports v Insurance Work
Decorating Services
All Types of Wood Shield Masonry Coating v Masonry Coatings v Wood Staining v Gloss Coatings v High Build Textured Coatings
Timber Fascia’s, Sofitts Replaced/Repaired v Timber Weather Boards/Cladding Replaced/Repaired
All work prepared and carried out to a high standard
Quality Brands and Materials used at all times

Fully Insured
Email: tdroofing@hotmail.co.uk
www.tdroofinganddecorating.co.uk

Stockbury W.I.

A Reminder To Put This Date In Your Diary Now For
Another Successful Social Occasion.
The profit from last year’s Fair went to the purchase of our
splendid Village Beacon.
We have once again organised a number of local exhibitors and
live music plus refreshments.
ALSO, we want to celebrate the skills of people in the village by
holding an exhibition of individual items. Dust off your own artistic
creations and be brave! Any item of art or craft made by you
and able to be set on a table or fixed to a screen could be
suitable. We already have potential exhibitors of photographs and
needlework and know lots of creative people live among us.
Visitors to the fair will be invited to pick a winner among the
anonymous exhibits.
Watch this space for more information or speak to
Penny Spearman on 07756 068739

We were joined by WI Advisor Wendy Keast for our AGM
last month and votes were taken to re-elect our President
Ann, Vice President Di, Treasurer Joyce and Secretary Pat.
A very big ‘THANK YOU’ to all of you for being so
dedicated to your positions and doing a great job of
keeping the Stockbury WI alive and kicking!! We are only
a very small WI and all of us have to do our part and get
involved in whatever needs to be done. We will welcome
any new members if you would like to come and join us.
The ‘End Plastic Soup’ campaign is one of many that the
NFWI has taken on to reduce the amount of single-use
plastic pollution entering our oceans. Here are a few facts
which remind us of how important it is to keep up the
awareness of the campaign and encourage us to be less
reliant on single-use plastic:✦ Every day more than 38.5 million plastic bottles are
used, just in the UK.
✦ When it is disposed of, it can take up to 500 years to
break down.
✦ Discarded plastics that end up in the environment
can poison and injure wildlife.
✦ Plastic objects like bottles, can be recycled and
transformed into all kinds of new things.
Our next meeting in the Village Hall will be Wednesday
10th July at 7.30pm
Heather Tomsett

Rubbish!
The fly tipping plague has diminished in recent weeks,
probably partly due to Swale identifying a fly tipper on
the Parish boundary who will be prosecuted.
Unfortunately, the amount of litter thrown from cars has
not diminished.
The Parish Council has agreed that we need drastic action
to reduce the amount of rubbish dumped in the lanes,
including fast food packaging and drinks containers. Over
the next few weeks, we will be installing “trail cameras”
at various points around the Parish. Their locations will
be clearly marked with warning signs placed within 200
metres of each camera as required by law. Any evidence
gathered will be forwarded to the team with specific
responsibility for prosecutions at Maidstone Borough
Council and any prosecution will receive the full support
of the Parish Council.
This is a step which is not taken lightly, but the problem is
of a scale which we feel merits taking decisive action.
Please be assured that any footage not essential for the
prosecution of people leaving rubbish will be destroyed.
Phil Woods
Stockbury Parish Council

Come and see how the work has been done, ask what
had been happening and why. Light refreshments will
be available

Live Music Charity Night
Yelsted Court Barn, Stockbury Valley
26 July 2019 – 18.00 - midnight

Music from the Dukes of Havoc
Fully Stocked Bar & Mixologist
Wide Range of Gourmet Food
Close up Magician & Auction

UP

Pre-book tickets includes free entry to raffle draw

YOURS

visit bit.ly/upyourscancer
call 07826 518444

CANCER

£12:50

Kevin Masters
Toastmaster & Master of Ceremonies
I am a fell ow of the ‘Executive Guild of Toastmasters & Towncriers’
personall y trained by Peter York, Founder & Honoury President.
With a warm personal ity and a good sense of humour, I am more than
happy to officiate at any event large or small, either formal weddings,
banquets, Gala Balls, Masonic Ladies Festivals, presentation evenings
and civic functions, to the l ess formal demands of special anniversaries
and birthdays, the latest school 6 th Form Prom, quiz nights, charity
auctions and bingo, adapting to the demands of the occasion to bring
success to what may be the biggest event of your cal endar year.
Events either formal or informal are occasions of importance but can be
demanding with perhaps only one chance to get it right! So engage the
Services of a

Professional Master of Ceremonies
Don’t Chance It – Enhance It!
Semi retired and one of the drivers of the Stockbury Community Bus I am
never far from the village and very often available to drive for the
hiring’s. It’s not all about money and as such hourly rates are available.
For more information or just a chat – contact me now.

kevinmasters1@aol.com
www.kevinmasters-toastmaster.com
Tel: 07901 511018

Observer Deadline!
If you would like to advertise or have item included
in next months Observer, we must receive it no
later than

Monday 17th June, 2019
Please email your contributions to

stockburyobserver@gmail.com

Calling All Advertisers
Our annual rates for advertising are very reasonable
and have remained unchanged for the 8th
consecutive year :

£85 for a half page or £55 for a
quarter page

Free Small Ads
The“Small Ads” section is for Stockbury Parish residents to
sell redundant or unwanted items in good condition. If you
have any such items, please send the details to the Editor at
stockburyobserver@gmail.com and they will be advertised for
free in The Observer for one month only.
We accept no responsibility for the quality of the items

FOR SALE
Soft laptop case - USED ONCE

•
•
•
•
•
•

Make - Techair Lynze
Fits laptop size 15” X 9 ½ “
Compartment padded and secure
Multiple zipped compartments for accessories / files
Secure main fastening
Comfortable detachable shoulder strap

Our advertising year starts in June and new adverts
for less than 12 months duration will be charged on
a pro-rata basis. Rates for ads smaller than a
quarter page will be given on application.
If you would like to take out an ad, please email
stockburyobserver@gmail.com The editor will
confirm receipt and an invoice will be sent along
with details of how to pay.
If you are a new customer, please also attach your
ad, preferable in MS Word or Powerpoint. Please
bear in
mind when designing your ad that large solid
blocks of colour may not look so good in the black
and white paper edition of The Observer, despite
looking good for our online edition.
This is a great opportunity to promote your
business as The Observer is delivered to every
household within the Parish of Stockbury as well as
having an online presence.

Only £20
Text or ring Ann on
07718 070807

It’s never too late to advertise in
The Stockbury Observer!

Stockbury Parish Council Minutes
The minutes for our Parish Council meeting will
be approved at the following meeting and will
then be published on www.stockbury.org.uk
within 5 days of the meeting at which they are

01795 435060
The Coach House

39b High Street

Sittingbourne

Kent

ME10 4AW

Are you fed up with taking Pain killers?
Are you being told its ‘just your age’ ?

Visit Us At
www.stockbury.org.uk

Has stretching or ‘working through it’ not helped?
Are you trying to avoid surgery?
Come and chat to see how we can help you
Or call 01795 435060 and one of our Physiotherapists will call you back.
Recognised by all insurance companies...Self-pay welcome...
Referral not necessary unless your insurance company requires it...
Evening and weekend appointments available…
01795 435060 or
Email: info@thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk
Find us on our website:
www.thephysiotherapycentre.co.uk

Useful Contact Information
Church Matters
St. Mary Magdalene

Revd Liz Cox
revlizcox@outlook.com

01795 435184

Community Bus

Booking Line

07551 454702

Cricket Club

Roger Milton - rogerandirene@btinternet.com

01795 844642

Crimestoppers

(Confidential)

0800 55511

Dancing Club

Brian Crisp

01634 231886

Dog Club

Mick Bingham

01795 842480

Electricity Problems

0800 7838866

Environment Agency

Incident Hotline

0800 807060

Fly Tipping & Waste Collection

Including bulky items

01622 602162

Gardeners

stockburygardeners@live.com

Golf Society

Jeff Hall

01795 843296

Hall Bookings

Sue Porter

01795 843715

Kent County Councillor

Shellina Prendergast
shellina.prendergast@kent.gov.uk

Maidstone BC Councillor

Patrik Garten - patrikgarten@maidstone.gov.uk

MB Farms Stores & Post Office

01622 807907
01795 842401

Member of Parliament
Faversham & Mid Kent Ward

Helen Whately - helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk

Neighbourhood Watch

Ann Ballard

01622 736331

Not So Young Club

Rosemary Leonard

01634 232672

Parish Council Clerk

Sherrie Babington

01634 867173

Petanque Club

Tina Jacobs

07743 910185

Photographic Club

Tim Arnold - timarnold@btinternet.com

01795 843049

Police

Emergency Only
Non-Emergency

999
101

Police Community Support
Officers for Stockbury

Daniel Genn
daniel.genn@kent.pnn.police.uk

101

Public Footpaths & Bridleway

Reporting issues with. - westprow@kent.gov.uk

03000 417171

Roads, Potholes, etc

(manned 24hrs) - www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/
report-a-problem

03000 418181

RSPCA

0300 1234999

Short Mat Bowls

Brenda Groves - quizqueen106@gmail.com

01634 388425

South East Water

Emergency Only
Non-Emergency

0333 000 0365
0333 000 3330

Stockbury Observer - Editor

stockburyobserver@gmail.com

The Harrow Public House

stockburypub@gmail.com

01795 843222

WI

Pat Fothergill

01622 734093

